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Fall Term 2019

Research, seminars, and publications are all underway 
as ISHR settles into the Martinmas term 



In 1497, John Cabot returned 
to Bristol and told of waters off 
Newfoundland so “full of fish 
that [they] can be taken not 
only wi th nets but wi th 
fishing-baskets”.  Within a few 
decades, the discovery led to a 
dramatic increase in supplies 
of cod (Gadus morhua) to the 
European market. The ‘Fish 
Revo lu t i on ’ pe r manent l y 
changed human and animal 

life in the North Atlantic region. Not only the seafood market but 
Atlantic geopolitics were transformed in the process. In this talk, 
Professor Holm consider three questions:  

(1) What were the environmental parameters of the Fish  
 Revolution?  

(2) What were the globalising effects of the Fish Revolution?  

 (3) What were the consequences of the Fish Revolution for  
 fishing communities? 

7th Annual Smout Lecture 
New Arts Lecture Theatre, Thursday 3 October, 5.30pm  

Professor Poul Holm (Trinity College Dublin) 

‘The North Atlantic Fish Revolution, c.1500 AD:  
Climate, Markets, People’
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Professor Poul Holm is the Director of the Trinity Centre 
for Environmental Humanities at Trinity College Dublin. 
He is also a member of the Royal Irish Academy’s 
Standing Committee for Archaeology, and Vice-Chair of 
the Humanities class of Academia Europea. Professor 
Holm’s research focusses on North Atlantic fisheries c. 
1400-1700, and more generally the interdisciplinary 
combination of marine science and history.



On what can only be described as a dreich day at the end of August, scholars from 
across Scotland travelled to St John’s House for a workshop organised by ISHR 
PhD students Sarah Leith and Daniel Leaver on the theme of ‘Ideology and Identity 
in Post-war Scotland’. After introductions over tea and coffee, the day began with 
our keynote lecture from Professor Jim Tomlinson (Glasgow), who discussed the 
conception of twentieth century Scotland as an ‘industrial’ nation and some of its 
implications.

Our first panel featured Valerie Wright 
(Glasgow), Rory Stride (Strathclyde) and Kate 
Wilson (Strathclyde) on the theme of 
‘Deindustrialisation and Regeneration’. Our 
speakers’ contributions covered regeneration in 
Paisley, women in the textiles industry, and 
community writing groups in Glasgow.
Following a break for lunch, we reconvened 
with Rory Scothorne (Edinburgh) and Sarah 
Leith discussing Culture and Politics. The 
speakers covered aspects of left-wing 
nationalism in the 1970s, and radical 
representations of sexuality in modern Scottish 
culture.

The final panel of the day focused on the themes of ‘Energy and Independence’ and 
featured Daniel Leaver, Robbie Johnstone (Edinburgh) and Alice Doyle (Stirling). 
These contributions covered the attitudes of politicians from mining communities to 
new sources of energy, the role of oil in 
Scottish elections, and some of the 
challenges facing archivists in an age of 
digital communications.
After a wine reception in St John’s, the night 
concluded with a post-conference dinner in 
Forgan’s, where some attendees proved 
keener on staying for an after dinner celidh 
than others! Daniel, Sarah and the Institute 
of Scottish Historical Research would like to 
thank all of the speakers and panel chairs for 
their stimulating contributions to an excellent 
day which was enjoyed by all attendees.
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RECAP: Ideology & Identity Workshop

Photo Credit: Sarah Leith
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CFP: International Postgraduate Port 
and  Maritime Studies Network Annual 

Conference 
27th - 28th February 2020

Studying the history of port cities and their relationship to maritime 
endeavour and enterprise is a diverse and interdisciplinary practice, which 
draws on research methods from literary studies, sociology, anthropology and 
archaeology, and brings together aspects of social, economic and cultural 
history.  
On the 27th-28th February 2020, the Centre for Port and Maritime History 
will hold its annual postgraduate conference at Cultra Manor in cooperation 
with the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum (Belfast). The aim of this two-day 
conference is to bring together postgraduates and early career researchers of 
any discipline whose research includes parts of port and maritime studies, 
with a historical focus. As this network is international, we particularly invite 
proposals from researchers working at institutions outside of the UK. 

Possible themes, are not limited to, but 
may include: 

• Urban culture in port towns and 
cities 
• Literary representations of ports 
and maritime endeavour 
• The economics of trade and 
commerce by sea 
• The social and economic impact 
of naval warfare 
• Crime and deviancy at sea and 
on shore 
• Shipbuilding, navigation and 
maritime instruments 

We welcome proposals for both 20-minute papers and the 5 minute Speed 
Lectures event, with 5 spots available. Abstracts of 250 words along with a 
short biographical note should be sent to Christin Simons and Scott Carballo 
at ippmsn@outlook.com by 5pm (GMT) on 15.11.2019. 

Please specify in your email for which of the two options you are applying. 
The World Ship Society is providing five travel bursaries for speakers and 
attendees alike. Please indicate in your proposal if you wish to be considered 
for the bursary. 
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Margaret Connolly is investigating this intriguing book-object which 
came to light at Abbotsford, the home of Sir Walter Scott, in 2017. 
Within the cannibalised shell of a seventeenth-century printed book 
are 106 Latin charters, many with their seals still attached. These 
were initially assumed to be Scottish documents, but on closer 
inspection have proved instead to be English charters connected with 
Norfolk with dates ranging from the 13th to the 15th centuries. Scott 
received this collection as a gift from a neighbour, and it isn't yet clear 
how it travelled north from East Anglia. Margaret spoke about this 
strange artefact at the Harlaxton Medieval Symposium in July and 
also at the 'Collecting, Curating, Assembling' conference organized by 
the School of Art History and SAIMS in St Andrews in September, and 
has been asked to make further presentations about it to the 
Edinburgh Sir Walter Scott Club and at Abbotsford in 2020.

The Abbotsford Book of Deeds  

The Abbotsford Book of Deeds



 

Matthew Ylitalo, 'Maritime Labour and 
Economic Opportunity:  Shetlanders and 
the Dundee Arctic Whaling Trade during 
the Late Nineteenth 
Century, International Journal of 
Maritime History, 31, 2 (2019), pp. 
347-68 

The article fits within a forum of articles discussing new research 
approaches using British merchant marine Crew Agreements (or 
'Crew Lists'), most of which are housed at the Maritime History 
Archive at Memorial University, Newfoundland. I used those 
documents to complete the last and relatively unknown forty years of 
Shetland's whaling history at the end of the nineteenth century.  The 
article makes several claims:  first, that Shetlanders of all ages went 
to the Greenland sealing. Previous studies had surmised that only 
young, unmarried men ventured north.  Not so!  Second, Shetland's 
whalers were not a distinct, remote group within Shetland. Rather, 
the whalers and their families were also Shetland's fishers and 
crofters. These maritime households represented a sizeable proportion 
of Shetland's population, and they engaged with Dundee's whaling 
trade in a myriad of ways. Finally, Shetlanders did not drop out of the 
whaling trade due to 'a lack of whales' and a declining industry. Data 
indicates that while that may have had some part in the numbers, the 
more influential factor was the emergence of Shetland's herring boom.  
Whereas before, Shetlanders had to sail north to earn cash wages, 
when the herring boom arrived, Shetlanders then had an opportunity 
again to earn cash wages, but while fishing in local waters and 
sleeping in their own beds at night. 

Congratulations to Matthew Ylitalo on 
his first publication! 
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Alexander III, 1249-1286: First Among Equals, by Norman H Reid, 
was published in May 2019, and 
launched in June at a reception 
hosted by the Principal.  The 
book bases its analysis of the 
course of Alexander III’s reign on 
a notion of Scottish monarchy 
which had a much f irmer 
continuity with its past than has 
o f ten been admit ted . The 
consequently revisionist view of 
the relationships between ruler 
and subject enable a new 
interpretation of this reign 
which, coming just before the 
catastrophe of long-term war 
with England, is of crucial 
importance in understanding 
how the Scottish medieval state 
worked at the end of a period of 
s u s t a i n e d p e a c e a n d 
development.    

Norman, previously Head of 
Special Col lect ions in the 
University Library, is now an 

Honorary Research Fellow in the School of History.  John Donald, 
2019; £60 (discount price available from the author!) 

New Publication: 
Norman Reid, Alexander III, 

1249-1286: First Among Equals 
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The Scottish Reformation is often presumed to have had little 
economic impact. Traditionally, scholars maintained that Scotland’s 
late medieval church gradually secularised its estates, and that the 
religious changes of 1560 barely disrupted an ongoing trend. In 
Riches and Reform Bess Rhodes challenges this assumption with a 
study of church finance in Scotland’s religious capital of St Andrews, 
a place once regarded as the ‘cheif and mother citie of the Realme’. 
Drawing on largely unpublished charters, rentals, and account 
books, Riches and Reform argues that in St Andrews the Reformation 
triggered a rapid, large-scale, and ultimately ruinous redistribution of 
ecclesiastical wealth. Communal assets built up over generations 
were suddenly dispersed through a combination of official policies, 
individual opportunism, and a crisis in local administration, leading 
the post-Reformation churches and city of St Andrews into ‘poverte 
and decay’. 

Riches and Reform 
has been published 
by Brill in 2019 as 
part of the St 
Andrews Studies in 
Reformation History 
series.  

New Publication: 
Bess Rhodes, Riches and Reform: 

Ecclesiastical Wealth in St Andrews, 
c.1520-580 

Aerial view of St Andrews. Photo Credit: Smart History
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Applications are invited for this prestigious prize, the current value 
of which is £4,500. The award is made for the best first book on any 
aspect of Scottish History published in the years 2016 or 2017. 
  

The closing date for applications is 31st October 2019. 

Submissions should be made by individual authors, enclosing two 
copies of their book, to: 

Professor Ewen A. Cameron,  
School of History, Classics and Archaeology,  
William Robertson Wing,  
Old Medical School,  
Teviot Place,  
Edinburgh,  
EH8 9AG.  

Books will be returned to their authors at the end of the competition. 
  
The judging panel consists of the Chairs of Scottish History at the 
Universities of Edinburgh (Professor Ewen Cameron) and Glasgow 
(Professor Dauvit Broun).  

The panel reserves the right to consider books not entered by their 
author. 
  
The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, 
with registration number SC005336. 

The Senior Hume Brown Prize in 
Scottish History
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ISHR Fall 2019 Seminar Dates  
5:30pm in the New Seminar Room, St John’s House, 71 South St, St 

Andrews  

Semester One 

Thursday 3 October (week 3) Annual TC Smout Lecture  
NEW ARTS LECTURE THEATRE, 5.30PM  
Professor Poul Holm (Trinity College Dublin) 
‘The North Atlantic Fish Revolution, c1500 AD - climate, markets, people’ 

Thursday 17 October (week 5)  
Professor Laura Stewart (University of York) 
‘Manuscript Circulation and Political Mobilisation in Covenanted Scotland’  

Thursday 7 November (week 8)  
Dr Jane Harrison (University of Oxford) 
‘New Perspectives on Scandinavian settlement in the Northern Isles: 
Landscapes, Longhouses and Place Names’  
 
Thursday 21 November (week 10)  
Professor Kirstie Blair (University of Strathclyde)  
‘The Piston and the Press: Industrial Heritage, Working-Class History and 
Literary Production’ 

Other Events 

Wednesday 5 February 2020 - The George Jack Lecture  
5.15pm, Lawson Room, School of English, University of St Andrews  
Professor Alasdair A. MacDonald (Emeritus, Groningen) 
'The Lost Literature of Jacobean Scotland’ 

http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/seminars/

Contact Information 

Website:  http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/ Email: ishrmail@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Facebook Twitter: @ISHRStAndrews       

Newsletter edited by Chelsea Reutcke

http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/10378360039/
http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/seminars/
http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/10378360039/
http://ishr.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/seminars/

